WEYMOUTH RIDGEWAY TEAM MINISTRY

Week beginning Sunday 30th November
Welcome

Advent Sunday

A few weeks ago, | was listening to morning prayer on the Daily Prayer App and a particular
refrain kept coming to mind. On the following few days it was repeated and | just could not
seem to get away from it:

Return to the Lord and he will have mercy,

To our God, for he will freely pardon.

| realised how often God came to the aid of his people when they were in great difficulty or in
danger of falling or indeed had fallen. His mercy and grace were towards them even when
they did not deserve it, when they went through sword, danger, famine and plague he was
with them in it. His “hesed” which can be translated as steadfast love or tenacious solidarity
never failed.

And yet when you read the scriptures, his people often seemed to think it had. | realised that
in my own difficulties and stresses there were times when | was unaware of his presence and
comfort and as | considered further Psalm 77 came to mind:

| cried out to God for help;

| cried out to God to hear me.

When | was in distress, | sought the Lord;

at night | stretched out untiring hands,

and | would not be comforted. (Psalm 77:1-2)

The first half of this psalm was all about the I: | cried, | sought, | was troubled, then at about
the halfway point in verse 10 there is a change.
| will remember the deeds of the Lord;
yes, | will remember your miracles of long ago.
I will consider all your works
and meditate on all your mighty deeds.” (Psalm 77:10-12)

Once the psalmist started to remember the deeds of God his focus changed from himself and
his problems to God himself:

Your ways, God, are holy.
What god is as great as our God?
You are the God who performs miracles;
you display your power among the peoples.
With your mighty arm you redeemed your people,
the descendants of Jacob and Joseph. (Psalm 77:13-15)

Presumably the situation had not changed, but in the TURN away from focussing on oneself to
remembering God, something had changed the experience from distress to comfort, praise
and hope. Help us Lord to re-TURN to you whenever we are in need, to remember you and to
know that your steadfast love will never fail. As we move into Advent from the season of re-
membrance let us continue to remember you as we wait for your coming.

Jean Glover LUM in Training
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Readings

Isaiah 2. 1-5

Matthew 24. 36-44

Collect
Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from the darkness of sin to the light of
holiness, that we may be ready to meet you in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen

St Nicholas Church, Broadwey

Free Community Event With Tea & Cake
(a thank you for supporting the Church!)

Frome Valley Morris Mummers
Followed by a talk & slide show
‘Broadwey -Down Memory Lane’
2-4pm Saturday 6th December
Doors open at 1.30pm
Please book in advance

The Quangle Wangle Choir
3pm-5pm 20th December
£10 on the door
Accompanied children free.

07944617553 susanamalik@yahoo.com

St Andrew’s Church Rooms, Preston.
Village Market
Saturday 6th December
10am - 12.30pm
Various stalls & delicious refreshments.
Everyone welcome

Community Angels
Volunteers needed!

Do you have some time to spare?
Would you like to do something to help your
community?

The Community Angels are a group of
volunteers who provide support by
befriending, running errands, dog walking,
offering transport, etc.

If this interests you please contact:
Brian Sadler on
01305 834866
standrewsangels@hotmail.co.uk

Advance Notice

Benefice Wide Retreat Day
Saturday 10th January 2026
The Recreation Room, Hilfield Friary
Hilfield, Dorchester, DT2 7BE
Spend a day preparing for the year ahead, and
enjoying the beautiful Hilfield grounds.
(Bring suitable footwear and warm clothing)
There will be an opportunity to attend
communion in the chapel with the Hilfield
Community if you wish.
Cost £10.00 per head payable on the day..
Tea and coffee is provided.

Contact Pat Lock 07736387021 or
pralock52 @yahoo.com
for further information and to book.

St Andrew’s School Christmas Fayre
Friday 5th December 3-5pm,
Everyone welcome.
Donations of cakes would be
gratefully received.

(these can be dropped off at the school
on the 4th or 5th).

St Osmund's Church, Osmington
The Rector and PCC wish to thank all who contributed to funding the new boiler
An informal service of hymns, readings and prayers will take place on
Sunday 30th November at 10:30am




