WEYMOUTH RIDGEWAY TEAM MINISTRY

Week beginning Sunday 11th January
Baptism of Christ - 1st After Epiphany

Welcome!

Follow The Light.

This week we celebrated The Epiphany, the story of the visit of the Magi or wise-
men to the infant Jesus. The Biblical account doesn’t mention three wise-men just
wise men. | have a great admiration for these wise me. Having ridden a camel for
two hours on my first honeymoon in Tunisia | know how uncomfortable they are.
Also, they are not the most pleasant of animals. The spit from the front and omit
smells from the back!
In his poem Journey of the Magi, T.S. Elliot has one of the magi-an elderly man now-
recalling the journey and the problems that they had had to endure and over-
come....the lack of shelter, the cities hostile, the towns unfriendly, and the villages
dirty and charging high prices. A hard time we had of it. But the Magi pressed on,
following the Star, knowing there was a prize at the end.
We stand at the start of a new year, 2026 opens up before us. We don’t know what
we will have to face. Hopefully it won't be bad things, but it could be, it could be all
good but it might not be. We just don’t know. But like the Magi we need to keep
journeying onward following The Star, that points to The Light that has come into
the world.
When | was serving in Great Yarmouth there used to be a Christmas Fun Fare, one of
the attractions was a shooting gallery. To win a prize you had to completely shoot
out a star from the middle of the card. The banners said, ‘Shoot Out the Star to Win'.
I asked the man running the stall if | could have one of his stars to use in schools. He
looked at me as if | was mad.
The point | wanted to make was that if we shoot out the star we lose. For whatever
life will throw at us in 2026 if we follow the star, walk towards The Light that has
come we, like The Magi will be able to face anything.
The Epiphany also reminds us that Jesus came for everyone, Jew, Gentile, young ,
old, Christians and non Christians, everyone. All people can follow the light as we
travel together.
So, let’s face 2026 and whatever it brings knowing that we have the unending
support of God who walks with us, a Son who knows our suffering and a spirit that
empowers us.
Many years ago wise-men followed the light of a star. Today wise-men and women
still do!

Captain Paul McDonough C.A. LLM.



www.weymouthridgeway.org.uk

Readings
Isaiah 42. 1-9 Matthew 3. 13-end

Collect
Heavenly Father, at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: may we recognize him
as our Lord and know ourselves to be your beloved children; through Jesus Christ
our Saviour. Amen

The Chosen - Go Beyond The Show
We are hosting a
WATCH PARTY
Every Tuesday evening starting at
7pm on the 20th January.
St Francis Church, Littlemoor. DT3 65J

The disciples were an unconventional group,
none of whom would have scored very highly
on a popularity scale. They were rough
around the edges and ranged from saft-of-the
-earth to downright sketchy, so it’s a wonder
such men responded to Jusus’ simple words:
Follow me
They became The Chosen and changed their
lives forever and we want to share that expe-
rience with you!

Join us at our weekly watch party, where we
come together to watch, discuss and grow as
disciples together.

For more information & to book contact
gailsamantha71@outlook.com

An Afternoon of
Acoustic Music
With Ken Watkins
3pm Sunday 8th February

-

St Andrew’s Church Rooms,
Preston. DT3 6BU
Raising funds for 5t Andrew’s Church
Tickets £15 to include tea/coffee, cakes/scones.
For more information & to reserve tickets please
contact 01305 837147
weymouth.ridgeway.team.office@gmail.com
or Alex Sissons 07801 820722 or sign up in the
Church Rooms.

IS -

IVE
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~24th Janugry at Weymouth’
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The Jesus is Alive event is a step of faith to
facilitate an opportunity to reach people who
are not used to any form of church. We
believe that this event will provide a powerful
experience of the love and presence of lesus
in a non-threatening space. It will be a power-
ful time of worship with an international
evangelist sharing the Gospel. The Jesus is
Alive event aims to reach people who need to
know Jesus.

We recognize the power of prayer and will be
holding monthly prayer meetings up until
November 7th. The first prayer meeting is at
the Weymouth Baptist Church on 24th Janu-
ary 2026 at 7pm it will be great to see you
there. More details of dates later in the year
will follow.



